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control unless it is being used for national service. Many members of the Texas 
National Guard have served in Iraq and Afghanistan recently under the direction 
of the president. If the Texas National Guard is unavailable, the Texas State Guard 
can be called into action for state emergencies, as it was during Hurricanes Katrina 
and Rita. Perry recently called up Texas National Guard troops to control the influx 
of undocumented children at the Texas border, at an estimated cost of $12 billion 
a month. 

In 2006, the U.S. Congress restricted a governor’s power over National Guard 
troops during natural disasters. During the chaos following Hurricane Katrina, 
President George W. Bush sought federal control over guardsmen in Louisiana, 
but Louisiana governor Kathleen Blanco refused to hand over power.41 Prior to 
2006, governors had sole control of the National Guard during a crisis within their 
state, though the president could take command of the guard for national service 
and domestically in times of insurrection. After Katrina, Congress expanded the 
president’s domestic power and now allows the president to take control of troops 

PAC I F IC

O C E A N ATLANTIC

O C E A N

G u l f  o f  M e x i c o

3.3
3.0

3.1

2.7

3.3

3.4

3.7

4.0

3.25

2.75

4.3

2.3
3.4

2.6

3.8
3.3

3.4

3.1

3.5

2.4
3.5

3.3

3.6
3.1

3.5

3.25

2.75

4.0

2.5

3.0

2.9

2.8

3.75

3.2

3.8

2.8

2.7

2.8

3.9

3.5

3.4

3.3

4.2

3.75
3.253.9

3.2

2.75 2.5

3.7

WA

OR

NV

UT
CO

AZ
NM

CA

ID

MT

WY

ND

SD

NE

MN

IA

WI

KS

OK
AR

MS
AL

TN

KY

GA
SC

NC

VA

DE

NJ

ME

VT
NH

MA

RI
CT

MDWV

FL

LA

HI

AK

MO

IL IN

MI

OH

PA

NY

TEXAS

4.0 or more

3.7 to 3.9

3.4 to 3.6

3.0 to 3.3

2.9 or less

Governors’ institutional
powers:

  Map 5.1  	 Governors’ Institutional Powers

Source: Map based on data found in “Governors and the Executive Branch,” in Politics in the American States: A Comparative Analysis, 10th ed., eds. Virginia 
Gray, Russell L. Hanson, and Thad Kousser (Washington, D.C.: CQ Press, 2010), table 7-4.


